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tion was that it had existed before, exists now and
must for ever exist.
With the coming of reforms and the grant of a
measure of self-government to the people of India,
the Untouchables also claimed to have themselves
represented in the* legislatures and the executives
of their country. Their representatives asked for
separate electorates, so as to assure a minimum of
representation. They wanted to have a share in the
government of the country, for apart from the fact
that caste had regarded them as untouchable, they
were made to suffer poverty. Jobs were closed to
them because the high caste Hindoo would refuse to
to have any dealings with them, and they seemed to
be perpetually condemned to do the work their
fore-fathers had done. In the economic read-
justment of India, they would necessarily have to
be considered.
But there have been two points of view expressed
as to how to better their position. The official
representatives of these condemned classes were not
willing to trust anyone. They knew from ex-
perience what to expect from their own community*
and they were sure that other communities would
not interfere on their account. So that if the
Government of the country was to pass into the
hands of their fellow-countrymen, they wanted a
guarantee that their position would be safeguarded.
But others like Gandhi took a longer view. No